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SERMON 
Preached before the 


QUEEN, 


WHITE-HALT, 


April VIII. MDC XCII 


BEING THE 
t -A--S:Þ 7D. AS 
APPOINTED 


By Her Majeſty, to implore God's Bleſling 
on. their Majeſties Perſons, and the Proſperity of thar 


Arms both at Land and Sea. 


By the Right Reverend Father in God, _ 
SyYmoN Lord Biſhop of Ex y. 


© Eudlithed by Her Pajeſtic's Special Command, | 


LONDON, 
Printed for Ric. Chiſwell, at the Roſe and Crown in 


St. Paul's Church-Yard. MDCKXCIL i 
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And if ye! go .20-war: in the- Lond the 
that oppreſſeth yon, then ye all bh blow au: 
with tbe trumpets; . and ye ſbalf be rnenb Fi 


F fore the Lord your God, "and ye ſoa b Javed jrom 


"ou EfEMES. © 3Bt 1 VG 
: | o 1/211! 101 71 A 
y- wy, Wottweſte, made op elvis 
” 1:21 Chariges 5) being" 
thing, J iow a8 ewety pope bags ys ara hes 


time 10/kill, nth a Vinre 16 heal ; a41wt of 
and a vime' Solomon ptals ur Be. 
cf x, &v, One'ofthoſedoth but make way for tho orhers 


the true uſe of War being 40 ſeck a Peace 3 ans 
Mt uſe of Peace being wont'to Dk Wars” 

My Text makes mention of 
ng ſuppoſed in the beginning 


thatr eweinies | and © fetledin Peace,” bring 
conchuſion of it. For it conſiſts of three 
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A'Fa5T-SERMON 


DE —_ LG TE 


A Suppoſition $ & Duty : 1 and the ſacoeſs of ; Its ocrthp! 
- mance. 


as — pl ht bejoppreſled by.their Exemries wand 

that i# ths gr ba ga.to War with them. 
2. The Duty is ftngle, though containing many in it -; 

- Which is-to blow al Darn wink with the tramipets, 


3... The Succeſs js again double, to be rextembred befage 


SU” 


God, and to be ſaved from _— 


'1 ſhall Gy little of the firft of theſe; which is as truenow 
. as 1t was then. Unleſs all the world would become Chriſtians, 

and thoſe Chriſtians likewiſe obey the Goſpel ; there will 
beſuch TInjuſticeand Opprefiton,..Violence'and Rapine;. ab. 
will make: enthey: forahe ſafexy and oe of 


thaſe who are 1ange 
ip an Nl- LIARS Angry an Covetons World, we muſt 


not expe&* that all- men will be out" Friends: *and foe 
people love themſelves ſo much, that theythave. rw affecti- 
on left for their Neighbours. Nay, this very thing makes 
them batt others; tiecanſt they» love the vep 
yately: ;They;cannot:ibs therh own Frithds;::they 1 
unleb they be other. mens;Enemues.... Their. own wellbeing 
canliſts wmaking,athers: miſcrable., - And-they neveſhink 
thewſeves.3 k@ve.Riches,: Honpur, Dominion an 
pels 'encxighs; tf: there: remairt.aby of theſe tO:theig? htee-eh 
bours. - 9 24 boog & 523 Oe 7h d 16% o 9}: "15 

Now what greater ſ can be;done to cheſt xayen- 
ous Qpprallars,; thatr to brogch- ſuch-a-welcome Dodrme 


as this.z..that the hahds of goad Chriftians-ate {Þ [tre up by | 


their Kdhgion,: that i they-1may nat oppoſe thr Ag 


tions 


TY and Cryelty; IR Ars 2,00r Ge: thand. refers. 


7. The Suppoſh tion 1s double : that the Iſraelites, as well | 
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lick TTY way, - when+4ll ottier __ means'arecin-. 
L, for all che Fain} {ppcines ſbſtained3iand: 
are likely, without remedy,,it0 etwyeforeterds 1150 
A fancy { abfird; "that? T:40/northifik"Ivuictelrthe 
Gonfatation, But ſhall-only note, 'that the þ Ex- 
tended this liberty, - of going'to! War, which-the Law: 
prve them; a great-dea? tos tars/ avChoiftians ſincoy'have 
been apt to do. Forthey'ididnee confine:it to-rheir.no+ 
_ ceſlary defence, or ſeeking redreſs of wrongs, . and' the - 
caſing themſelves of the burden of Oppreſlorsz/ but there 
tk Brotne forts of War which they managed, one by 


the ne Conmandnitit (-whiety was outy apart the 
ſevert' Nations: itt the Latd:-of Cue nm) whom Gal for 
thiir ABornfinable wickednel hadiddombt toner? des - 
5h 2nd ime the Iiaclites thei Excontioners! of hi 
gachce ) the other \ ous roqure* harden 
ther ther people, as occaſion 'ſtould | 
| fandied it” & ſafficient-reaſon job xhs laves: fort of 
n their Nehbount + 5 merely to advance the ory 
whe & Dominion,” t be Expire md lajeſiyiofiiachCaecheir V.Seld.de Fare. 
rr J though aac." oe ny them no natnergttt NoL/- 12. 
h _ . C Is OW? 101 947% 
Wink hom veryelbdien; which pore kg Sr 
prior as 
But'the inlets CiriftiabDopttorks ms oe 
hit thoſE'61d/!Maſters dan ior che to den X 
Polititiats. | She re = 9 —_— nodkecal 
priſon To Bob- £. 1. decir, 


alt th boguag Dei Cap. 6. 


manger ie DE * In Ancwatu. 


who reed bee he ed them, 
« ye"? 
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by an Oath, got to to Cover, nor invade each others. Ter- 
ritorics :- and whoſoever tranſgreſſed the Law ; of - this 
Oath, was folemnly curſes, by the very , words of it, 
with 'all his Pofterity,-:to-unter Perdition. 

Theſe were the old priaciples of Religion (unto which 
bleſird be God, their preſent Majeſties cloſely adhere ) 
. that Wars| are not to-be undertaken, ww. 4 er 
arancup & aſe.rights. bb 


1. 


ini th hrma,0dag rune: roo 
; old Jſrae [ they e arz 
the Principal Subjait of\my Diſcourſe, REDERUANE 
Succeſs or Four of | ity when Rehgioully; peaformed., It 
was, to blew wala mith the trumpets : which) the-an- 
ty phruſe'inmy Text, that hath any Aifficulty unit, .and 
-avft be explamed aide, | yaw weful lnfirySion 
eanibe drawnifrom it! 7515 - -- 
. You readlinahe .,of:this an, chat oa 
' commanded #wo Silver: Trumptts 40: be. made, -; 1M 
ſerved for two — for the br together 0) 
| Jewbl i Journeging' Honga [44S t que 
. v.\ "ketntey (dubwerely- blow with thams 4hatis, 
deve Pam or Extal-brenk, hey; they werr 
to undetſtand that the. Afiemnbly -was ſummoned. to meet 
together. In. wiidh\:there cveas-this diflercnce, ; that Jt 
they heard them tub blow, theh all: the 
xas touffembles atv V5; themthe-Hcadsior Captains 
alone-of rtlivttoutands: df :I(as] :wtye'ye aoker Shem- 
ſaves:to:Meſer ati the daorrafithe Tabernacle, as) you 
| 100 99314: ; iFrhbey\ Vidnotncydy blow, but;flew a: 
thaw is, with ax: ſhoe, conate; and jaterrupted 
Scirdyinat <bvatmuing thedound; bit often [þreakiag 


it; 
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f- itz then iewas for the 
Sober Go a Mi 
_ was a and a uſe of 


juni oft Camp, axyon 


ub 4/1 
Blow the DE Om in Siow, ſawltifie d 

pots gather the people, 8c. And == 
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22008, in 
"ley ' For this' war a 
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purpoſe, how . 
ſie rhew fromtheir Eeries ? OE] 
with theto p ney mh hog? ut GOuDbr th 


1 (becauſe it ;concern' 
18t Sdiery? yer the Helvems/nderſtand- 
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AFasToBERMON 


2 am. 12.16, 
IX. Dan. z. 


Tertul. de 
Jejura2, 


thar thankſgiving:toGod for: Vittory over their Enemies: 


Which was as reaſonable, as their ſounding »por; their: 
othicr. ſolemn days, and. in the beginning of their: months, 
and over their burnt. offerings, ; and oven the farrifices of their 
pence-offerines; © which arethere: likewiſe mentioned. As 
they wereto blow with the trumpets ; ' proclaim a Fat; thar 
1s, when they went - to - War; | So they were/to blow 
with them again,.': when the War/!was happily: ended 5 
that is, prodlatm them thmktulneſs ro-:God;! for. giving 
them ſuch ſucceſs as'they defiveds( 7, ih 1h ou) 31 rol 

This expoſition I ſhall follow, + which -makes :thefe 
words, -you-ſce,. aninjunion «to. the = rs for. |{d+ 
lemn faſting. before. they took 1a: hand-fo: weighty-am 
Aﬀair, .aymaking War upon their Eneames..) Foruwhicht 
cnd we 'are now” there/aſſembled- | and'I pray: God we * 
may perform this duty-according to the full -1ntene and 
meaning -of this Injundion::; For then we may hope Gord. « 
will remember: us.1n"theiday 'of Battle, and. Crown our 
Arms with ſuch ſucceſs apainſt ourinjurious Neighbours, 
as he promiſed to the 1/raelites again{t:their:Enomies [1 

Now by ſolemn faſting, you all iknow;;1s:meant the 
ſctting ſome day a part for this purpoſe ;2which wasaly 
waysof two forts:Orieprivate, which pious peopleenjpyny 
ed themſelves of their own accord; with/:reſpett either 
to their own particular, or to the common-concerns-:of 


both which we have examples-m Scripture, . The..other 


was Publick enjoyned by. 'the 'ſupretne Authany -2 
and thoſe either. ſtated and ordinary» at-certain times:-at 
the year ( of which we find only one enjoyned by God, 
im X Vi. Lev. but foxr more enjoyned by ia Es 
ring theiy Captivity:1n Babylon VIIL « 19 :) /OPF EX#, 
mica and- unfixed, jn-time of ſome immnentdan- 
ger or great diſtreſs ; of which we have many/examples; 
not only in Scripture, -but alſo in Eccleſialticah-$tory; 
NX. Judg. 26. 2 Chron.aX X. 3. VIII Ezra. Of 


oO 0» 7 A ——_ 


_baferethe?Qyu x vhs. 


DE — 


Text ſpeaks. 'For'the ing with the' trumpets, be, cor 
the 


em ajt-the - people! together; | as # 
ogy: beerates ith ſinthe Prophr Foely" Vin. /Grkeh 
the! Here bation,” Wffchtble” therelllers, 
He or ora Ne Boſe thet ſack the breefs," 8&0; wy 
= to appear before'God; toi A lhlore his Compaſſion, 
by their wh Pres ET 4y-befdrt God, 'beoxnle 
& be HP edgether ut ho Tull mar whil 
Hos Fenn andafterwards at the Tewple. Which 
the'reaſon'of that” expreſſion” XXXV1 Jerem 9.” Prockeine 
LJ. oe fore the Lord, to'HlÞ the people of Fernſalem 51 That 
che Temple 5 where His ans 1h det arid whete 
they Ne t for-Raj ''Andaccor- 
di he bids Barxch, v. ow tO go andre ng the words of 
q =o in the ears of 4he people," in' the Lortls houſe, 
ring CA Ae which: ih pleweare all herc 
'before'the Lord; inchepteeo tf hin Wor: 
Suh Serpice?” 'And 'thati we may underſtand /what 
ovr bufinelt is; ſhall as briefly as Teanſhew you, "Firſt, 


at the Serhprore/meats by / ing before the Lord gran, | 


iy whit" wil-btaih this" 

Forces :-"SecohH 

"ths 2s this" \xt 

'F Now the word: 

n6'more thin a 

fe rneorwneimetagtn yg 'puepo Ing 

{or + retipious etid}tfey wed fe, NS dork ava 

"Is apehs a fort'of Confeſſion; that theywere nor: worthy 

hon no _ hn te rene ,noto = 
n off Bitot'Breb no to 

A "Wo ti&tevy thy Nolita Sorlly1 8'the 

[86k je $&kg” topurttheryelves7” if not ro-atvuble 

Nanda -yetSinto v ſtate'6f Sadnefpand! Mourning as 

B 2 a 


upon! our 


| 000 TIVEs At1 Wh weve frtc il 


1-16F ſth a Pabli ahi Faſt," 5nd 'of this Jatter ſort,” my 


) howfitand ftceſfaty"itis, at ſuch'a: . | 


—_ 
——- 


* X11. Tobitg. 
IV. Judith 
9. 10, (6 
YL judith 28. 


a juſt chaſtiſement for their ſinful pleatures. . For which 
reaſon, the Jews undexſ{tand. by ſolemn faſting a; great 
deal more than it literally expreſles,3 wx. not only aby 
ftinence from all manner of refxethmen, by ſo., muchas 
waſhing their Faces, or.gny-thing.of that, Nature z, byt 
putting on ſeckeloath next. theip; Skin. (on rang Ca 
occalions clpecially ) lying in Afpes, rending their Gar- 
avents,and fach ike, as of Humhation. .--; > .;,; wel 

But we (ball, be very-much miſtaken, if we -thagk, this 
was the whole buſineb. of.,a faſting day, to deny them- 
ſelves the comforts and refreſhments of Nature, There 
was ſomething more, and more excellent, 3nit 5, and 
that - which was properly' the worſhip of. God. +, which 
mere abſtinence bo foad:is not. -| And therefore, .,. -. 


il. The.iatention of ſuch a day was, . to make (ſolemn 
addrefles to. the Almighty, by. Prazer and Supplicatian. : 
which us frequently. joyned| with faſting 3-and,, 
any bleſling was oþtained,never{{eparated from 
dire you to a multitude 'of places both in the Old Ts 
ſtament and the New,and the er Log Books *, allo, 
ta this purpoſe : but a few [may foffice, -- In the Chapter 
now read, ; for the ; firſt Leſion 3. 2 Chreu, XX. 3, you 
find that when news was/brought to Fehoſephet of an in- 
vaſion by rn enttendbet ſeveral Nations, He fegr- 
ed aud. ſet brwſelf to ſeekthe Lord, and proclaimed afaſt 
throughot ol Judah. This' was {o; much the  bufings 
of ſuch 4 day, that the Prophet 
was the thing tor which faſting was immediately defign- 
ed. - XIV; 12. When they 1 will not hear their ,erg. 
He doth not fay;he would not regard their faſting 5,but 
give no. Audicsce tothe Prayers « Which, it a 
by this, : was a great part of- the! imployment of tdach 
a day. And therefore whenthe Prophet. Foel had ca]- 

+. 
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ink eb m4 nr an. the Di 
[tohin) for his pony hoon 


Hance Frog 
Land 4; figg upon cur Ger 2 


' A vary gr | 
ET 1 
'be well prepared. Vac we ap os 


that are \0n\ foor 


EEE 


— lefrethe uae 


lekcvcn them to blow-the. / proglaien a alt, 
3s lg Fa 


her all together; / Elders 18nd]! 
pop tne, 
61 hw Bhe boatbern:oþpuld 


Altar, and let Ang pf 5 ſparet 


by 560! 194d 
*\bpeetss 
whole anger, AM $1099% {XN LOBIT eAIQYAMYY 


at andthe Atyot 


af: Heaven. abd Raxth 2\\T beinre 
Nation?-/To.:beſpeak' TY 


= BBS 


a8 the inelca. Which leade-tar40 Rv 4þ TREE: 


| mA 
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2 I—_ 4 9-4 


.. ' Orvtheir bow a every: man, ivho-hoped 
for icbeprance 'was boundto' ſearch/and! rry 
egy pied thto:the'very: ſcorers of his.Jonl;” and 
Nelcoutd wk ditpleaſing niet Page 
cry louder Vengeance, than 
wie right Mercy, 193% 
Far which ond vi Wa wW declaedund ſari in 
- Oper be nl ini we thove were 
"eſe (chof&UaE ifnftru@edrhem: pen aforcr Spry 4 
Rt BurdebCinche' place before!namedY 1 'nead E whrwryy 
IDES D urges peoples ears, on the faſting day. 
Sthis3tharge ho) iverto/the/ Prophet Iſaiah! (asiyou 
i will Her 6k Wchertivit Lefl Leflon appointed a; Even Prayer;!) 
UVIRIa 45 Gay dibudtondi fpure woti!-{5ft ap thy oor like 
4 trumpet, and = ” 62 people their tranſereſſuums] aud the 
' howſe "\Wheh yow have confideredi the 


ante of ithe-dayof thevgreat 

ipgQ pro erer _ 1ſt to. rhem> og) otich 
he were! to In fouls, © XVI. "Zack; 190, 3n) 
Wwromiate the Triwmpet,: which had 


ten brher £16 ſount' a acw A/t4e; in: their 


"hen (Whew theintnny and moveltheirbcarts to 
-REtheaſAvamainitthen, with Hirteir might: wank 
of ERLOSY gothic xctmndrlifiethenn il In the firlh oo 
ak votce! bf thevrivanpret | rraeg + 1 
n tho -Aaidy; and eacrd tetaw, hou. 
-obſ&rved the! 5nd eden Han yea;/ z800k, 
delight in 4pproacbig #6Gvd!(asyoureoad- 21s!) iyerthdy 
contiived in aficit opens difobedience toi'theireft 1of his 
+commaitide>T'For! vere nowrionſly:injuft #7 Nay, 
mary/miſerable Souls igeatheiq ucimercitel Dol - 
ing and Coacky. | Thy ware full-of Swift an Debate, 
"Hatfed and Contentions>! And'(6 given over to vodhuptu 
ouſnel; 


from: their ſecuvity $:.40<awaken |. 


paruted between them and tl $ ph 
eg tory than, : _ __ Ns Tre Ewnans 


| Foe (( ets eonfieq® "or 


7 before wha Gwent A 


baſhe(s; & Tide the" ver tiypiof thetw"Pult 19bep .fantut 
pleiitre*,” as * hgh tn enebnn pm poem 
” could notforbeirtofpalrovil oneafiahotheriovhers 
they wet&all:cdnfeſſifiptheir Shwito God Thims hands 
wire defile with blood,” and heli Singers with Jniinitgs 
thety lips -ſpoke Tres; al hear! wtbwed 
&e. as you may readiny the'teft'st rhe Chiptes,vubdin 
thar wh follows © 5401 aid AQ), < bogs e12vol rigs 
"Theſe Sins therefore the Proptict $r6dniinedrlie bligks 
Firs; "With a Tou@'vorce5 fa 6RFANANk whodwOhieo 
Faſt ah4 Pray, while theſe T ; 


riows, —— 


16 Ir erty '» no 
the Oops vas rpg 
ln 1; ar a” 


Ye Oro op 


the Ortdiniances* *f ff 4 anÞ" 
ing unto God 2 Blas; day m_ 
come National Vertues: but too m 

oy Meldthi's tine,” who fait 
What ''a' 'Wearihieſs "Ws PEMET 
as this to us-? 'Arid-what wet: nur 
fear, are now wallowing 1 mt Sins, WH 
be rather bumblirg'th mntÞvas b 


Aﬀtes 2: 12d1 no3tizupnl Brut 6 946m bns e514 owe 


Butler us ſuppoſe better thingy hat We #e Peaphes 
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pay aro Ents | 
Eons Nw ohm bare ep "Y 
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their time, £52 Ghattony and Drunk- 
els, that are. wont to 


"”; bl ach N Sens ' 
© -watd o 


own « Souls: and xorqyr AC&quainted 
IV. The 


” Y_— WY VT 


before the Que zn, 


IV. The next thing in a Faft tothe LORD is in 
gennculYy to confeſsand ſorrowfully bewail, in the” 
itteraeſs of our Souls, thoſe fins of which we find 
our ſelves guilty. An example of which | you meet 
withall in the. days of Samwel, who, ina great de- 
ſtreſs, gathered all [/rae/ to Mizpeh,. where they drew 
water and powred it out before the LORD, and faſted 


on that day, and ſaid there, We have ſinned againfi the 


LORD. | But I cannot ſtand; to open that place, 
and many; more in the boaks of Ezra, ' Nehemiah and, 
Daniel, which relate to this, matter -, becauſe. there is 
ſomething further and more conſiderable, which requi- 
res my careto explain; and preſs upon your hearts. 


| V. And that is-a ſincere, purpoſe of - forſaking our 


. Sins, and, reforming.-qur - Lives according} to. God's 


holy Word : \Which;mult accompany. all the foray: 
ing aQs of Religion,. to make - them effettual, For 
to what end do we examine our ſelves, unleſs it be to 
corre and amend whatſoever we find to be amiſs? 
It is an unprofitable. labour, ' to confeſs. and bewail 
what is paſt, unleſs it move us to. do ; better. for: the 
time to come. - Nay, to pray to. God. for mercy, 
while we continue to provoke him to anger by our 
tranſgreſtions, 1s a perfect contradidion: and accoun- 
ted by him no better than a piece of groſs hy pacriſte. 
Which the Pſalmiſt - calls, flattering hin with our. 
wonth ; pretending that fear and reverence. of, him 
which is not. truly ſctled in, our heart, .-\Therefore 
ſee what he ryplies to this people, when they cryed 
to him ſaying, Thou, O LORD, art in, the midſt 'of 
us, and we are called by thy name; leave us nat{;XIV.Jerem; 
9.) Thus ſaith the LORD neja; fo people, . thus. "i 


. 
———— ——__ — _ 
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they loved to wartder, ' they have not refrained their feet ;, 
therefore the LORD doth not accept theur, h: will now- 
remember their iniquities, and viſit their fins. Then 
faid the LORD mito we, Pray n2t for this people for 
their good: when they faſt I will not hear their ry and 
ivhen they offer burnt offerings and an oblation, 'I will not 
accept them, 8c. v. 10. 11, 12- 

When there was notrue repentance, and refolutfor} 
ro turn from their evil ways 3 you ſee the Prayers of 
the Propher himfef were"of as Titrle /avail for their 
ſafety, as their own' Prayers ' and” Sacrifices -which 
they offeted'to hitn. ' And tote that this; 'he' expe- 
ed theit holy purpoſes ſhould be pefformed : and 


" that they ſhould not content themſelves with good 


reſolutions ; Which many titnes are'as ſoon broken,as 
they are nitde. When the people therefore, in their 
diſtreſs, /anterted after the Lord, the good mar teils 
them (1 Saw. VIL'2;8.) of you" do return to the 
LORD with all your' heart thew put away the ſtrange 
Gods, and prepare your hearts wntto the Lord, to ſirve 
Aim ohly -\ and he will deliver you: That' is, 'Let'us 
ſee the proof of your unfeigned ſorrow tor what you 
have dotie athif : let your fair promiſes and ' good 
purpoſes bring forth frujt meet tor repentance : And 
accordingly you read, v. 4. Ther the children of Iſrael 
pitt *away Baalim and Afutaroth t 4nd ſerved the LORD 
only : 1.c. they did © ons; to their reſolutions, 
But one place tnay ſerve inſtead of a great many, 
XXXUIL Ezek. 3. 6. 'where 'the Watchman is com- 
manded to blow the trumpet, and warn the people 
when he ſaw the ſword coming. What was this, 
but ro call them to-Faſting and Humiliation 3 ro Re- 
pentace and forſaking their Sins '? So'you find it ex-- 
$ plained 


- 
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plained wv. 7.8. (as you may read at your leiſure ) 
and obſervehow the Prophet is dire&ed to-treat with 
them in theſe terms,v. 1 1.Say unto thew, arl live, ſaith the 
LORD God,] have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked ;, 
but that the wicked turn from his way and live : turn 
ze, twrn ye from your evil ways + for why will ye dic, O 
houſe of Iſrael > This converſion from their evil ways, 
was the only means to ſave them t-to which therefore 
the Propher moſt earneſtly mmportunes them. 

And thus Maimonides, a moſt learned Writer among 
the Jews, deſcribes one of their faſting-days. in his 
Treatiſe upon this Subject *. * An Elder, faith he, is « j rwnijch. 
* appointed, who ſtands and calls upon the people to cap. 4. 
© turn urito the Lord 5 ſpeaking to this purpoſe. O 
* my Brethren, it i3 neither your faſting, nor your 
« Sackcloth, nor your "Aſhes, which will-be able to 
©turn away the anger of God from you: but your Re- 
< pentance and | good works muſt-enſie, - to do the 
* buſineſs; Do you not find it ſoin the caſe of Ni- 
* neveh > How do you read 11 their ſtory ? Look in- 
 *to:the Book of Jonah,and obſerve how they proclat- 
* med a Faſt, and put on Sackcloth, fromthe greateſt 
*ro the Jealt I, 5. And the King cauſed 1t to be 
* proclaimed throughout the City, ſaying, Le# »erther 
"man wor beaſt tafte any foo, let them be covered" with 
* ſacketorh, and try mightily nnto God: yea, let them 
* turn every one from his cvil way, ' dnd from the vis 
© lence #hat is 11 their hands. v. 7. 3. And what the 
© effect was, you may fin), v. 10: God ſaw their works, 
* and that they returned from their evil ways,” ant Godre« 
* peited- of the evil, &e, - Obſerve, Brethren, he doth 
< not fay that he ſaw rhcir Sackeloth, andtook notice 
* of their Faſting, but that he jaw their works, and that 
* they returned fronTherr evil _ And ſoGod ff = 
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© by the Prophet Joel, Turn ye unto me with all your 
* heart, and with faſting, weeping, and mourning. Rend 
your hearts and not your garments 3 and turn unto the 
* LORD your God for he is gracious, who knows if he 
© will return, and leave a bleſſing behind him. 

This, faith Maimonides, the Elder was required to 
ſpeak with all his might 3 that he might bumble their 
hearts, and turn them with a pertect Repentance. 
And after they had thus ſpent the Day in Prayer, hear- 
ing the word of God, and other Dunes ( which I ſhall 
mention in the next particular) all the People, he 
ſays, were wont to go into the Burying place ; and 
there they wept and prayed again. And one ſpaketo 
them in this manner 5 © Behold, ye ſhall all die and 
© periſh, like thoſe whoſe Graves here lie before you ; 
* unleſs you be converted from your evil ways. Which 
is much what ſucha ſaying, as that of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's in the Goſpel for this day, XII. Luk. 3. 5. Ex- 
cept je q we ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 

You fee then, what is the great work of this day : 
Wherein no Exhortation 1s more proper, than that of 
Jeremiah to this People in his Lamentations, III. 40. Let 
us ſearch and try cur ways, aud turn again unto the 
LORD. Do not preſume of mercy without this 3 
though you ſhould perform all the other. But fear 
rather, leſt that ſhould be verified in us, which was 
ſaid to the Fews, I. Ifa. 15. When you ſpread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; when you make 
zany Prayers, I will not hear you. A very lamentable 
caſc | to loſe the favour of God, and all this labour 
lkewiſc to obtain it. What ſhould they do then ? 
What courſe would God have them take ? He informs 
them, in the very next words, Waſh ye, make you clear, 
put away the evil of your. doings . from before mine Eyes, 


ceaſe 
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ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek judgment; relieve 
the oppreſſed, judge the. fatherleſr, plead' far:' the: widow: 
Come now and let us reaſon together, ſaith the LO R 'D 
now I am willing to be reconciled) though your ſins be 
as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow, &c. 

From which words am directed to another nece(- 
fary part of a Solemn Faſt, which is' the laſt I ſhall 
mention. al. 1 1\ 


VI. And that is, doing publick Juſtice upon Noto- 
rious Offenders, by inflicting thoſe Puniſhments upon 
Vice and Wickedneſs, which the Law requires. Judge 
the Fatherleſs : The Prophet fpeaks to:the - Rulers.and 


Governors of the People, that they ſhould: ſee right - 


done, and Abufes corrected. : 'And accordingly you 


find, that upon their Days of Humiliation, this was a. 


conſiderable part of their care. For when Sammel, ga- 
thered all the People to Mizpeh, where: they: kept a 
Faſt (as I ſhowed before) and confeſled their fins, 2 
the Day concluded with this, x Sam. VIE: 66:;Arzd\ 89+ 
mel judged the children of Iſrael, in Mizgeh;. When 
Ezra, in like manner, mourned and did neither cat bread, 
nor drink water, he ſummoned all the People to.come 
to Jernſalepr, jupon pain of . forteiting all.;theis: Goods, 
if they did.not 3. and when they appeared, -he'exami- 
ned who- had. taken ſtrange Wayes:contrary:; to: the 
Law 3. and he cauſed them to; be put [away 3/85 -you 
read X. Ezra 6, 73 Cc. "Mo (f : 


And thus Maimonides. tells us,. 1n aftertimes-theis Bb. Cap. x. 


manner was, upon theitfF ling Days | 
any Publick: Trouble, | fÞr-the Houſe of: Fuilgmerrt :C 28 
their Phraſe. is.) * to! fit. in the Synagague of-6yery. Ci4 
* ty, and there examine the Lives of the Citizens,, at» 
* ter Mayaing Prayer until Noon ; - And ſa they yur 
© ved, 


= _ do. 


rs 
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* ved, ſaith he, the Stumbling-blocks of Tranſgreſſion, 
*,They inquared, for inſtance, after the Mer of Vro- 
© lence ;, thoſe who had been Extortioners and Oppre(: 
* ſors of others, whom they Excommuncated : They 
* ſought after the Scorers and thoſe that deſpiſed the 
© Law, whom they humbled ; with all the like Of- 
* fenders. And then from the middle of the Day till 
* three a Clock, they recited the Eleſlings and 
* Curſes that are in the Law ; according to what the 
*. Wiſe Man ſays, My Sor, deſpiſe thou not the Chaſtening 
* of the LO R D. 1. Prov. 11. And then, havingread 
* ſuch Reproofs out of the Prophets, as were moſt 
* fuitable tothe preſent ftrait wherein they were 3 
* Evening Prayer beganz m which they ſpent the re> 
* mainimg part of theday, crying unto God with all 


* their might. 


[This \certainly very much concerns all the Magi- 
ſtraxes and Officers of | fuftice among us 1n this King- 
dem :/Who ſhould blufh to be found more remils than 
thoſe who:lived under a tower Diſcipline." I wiſh 1 
could lift'up: my Voice, and fpeak 'fo loud, as to 'a- 
waken every one of thern, to chaftiſe all Pubhck Of- 
tenders; to do' Juſtice ftrialy upon thoſe who diſho- 
abuyiGCod; and arc a Scandal to' Religion. Stir Wa 
yourſelves, and be Zealors for yoar God (as the Seri- 


proreſpeaks) Ler nor the Drunkatds;- the: Blaſphe- 


mets-the Prophaners of the Lord's-Day, who defpile 
his Worſhip and Service, go unpuniſhed. © See good 


. order-kept''in all Houfes of Pabhck Entertamment. 


Fmdour and ſupprets/all of noted Uneleanneſs. 
Make 2ftrit Inquiſirion after falſe Weights md dectir- 
fol Meafares. - Difcormtenance Make-bates, and fow. 
ets of Diſeord ambng Brethren. ' And execure the ſe- 
verity ofthe Law-againft-all open wickedneſs. 
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This would be mated tokeepa Frſt rite the LORD: 
This wonld be the ready way ro'tmake us'an happy 
People. For though there might ſtill be a great ma- 

fms edntnitted athong vs: Yet they would not be 

ational fins, nor be irtputed to us as' the gttile of the 
Kingdom bur every Manſhould' bear hisown Iniqui- 
ty. Wheteas,' withotit ſich Reformation as this; ot" 
an hearty and honeſtendeavour after tt;our TRnaggs 
and Prayers, and Lamentations, will ferve only” for 
marks ,of our inſincerity, and of the mean Opinion 
wetave of Obd ': As if he covfd he moved wh ſuph 
Services} whercit! we have reſpet only'to oft Rives, 
and not eb by a a not arengons of wile 
Prophane' Wickedneſ(s - openly appears, to 1 
fencof Piety and Religion, 7 tur x eqns 
Thin bole Octniiſcn of Fy-wichwr Crtre gi 

'This'bo tmanffon of Sm without CorteRron; 
He will account the Sih of bhp Beer Andit wilt 
he mort &ſpecially at the door of the Magiſtrires ati 
Officers of Juſtice 3 if they can, and yer-will not re- 


dreſs ſuch _Impiencs, Foy it was always ar acknow- 


ledged Rule, Thathe who doth tot forbrld fon when 7ti 
in his poxer, doth jn'efe command it ': did be that Hoth 
not puniſh it when jt 1s 7n fir power; incotrages an4'vp- 
hols jt. WO TOAL 20 OT O11 X0\ 908 NE 29 
As weexpet then the Bleſſing of Heaven npon'rts 5 


as we with thehappinefs of theſe Kmgdoms, and /defire 


that the ' great defigns which ate 'now-'6n_ foot may 


thrwe and proſpet ; let ns'every' one, 'in Gur ſeveral - 
Conditions, Rehations, and Places, fet ourielives ſart-- 


ouſly againſt Vice and Wickedneſs, and labour to 


root it out. For not only our Eterna}, * but our Tetn- 
poral Intereſt is coticerned*"in-this, as I fhrall how'trts: 


deayour briefly to. demonſtrate ; by ſhowing howra- 
tional 
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tional \and neceflary it -is, 'to perform this Duty, of 
which: I have been treating; in the full extent 
thereof. 

That, you may remember, was. the Secoxd thing 
which I undertook to do 3 when I entred upon this 
part of my Text., And I ſhall-not. preſs you by gezeral 
Reaſons, but ſuch only as particularly relate to;thoſe 
who are in a State of War. Who ought to conlider 
in the Firſt place, 


I., That as Faſting and Prayer are an open acknow- 
ledgment, that God is:the Soveraign Diſpolcr of al} 
Events, ſoit is never more neceſſary to make this ac- 
knowledgment than in a- time of War : when his Qver- 
ruling,Power and Wiſdom is moſt eminently apparent. 
For it hath been frequently ſeen, that a little Chance, 
as wecall it, hath diſordered mighty Armies ; A ſmall 
Accident hath..turned: the fortune of, the Day, - The 
miſtaking of a word in Fights at Land 3 the ſhifting of 
the Wind in Fights at Sea, or ſome ſuch like fingle 
event 3 hath ſometimes raviſhed Victory from thoſe, 


who had it juſt in their hands, There are; jnnumera- 


ble inſtances in Story, .of ſuch ſudden Contingencies 3 
as have utterly defeated the: faireſt hopes. We have 
one, in the firſt Leſſon for this Days Morning Prayer z 
where we read how three Nations that were. combined 
againſt Jehoſaphat, .by a miſtake of .a Party ,of them, 
who were laid in ambulb,, fell upon one another,, and 
were utterly deſtroyed by, their own again 2 Chron. 
XX. 22, 23. Which is to. be aſcribed to the ſecret jn- 
terpoſition of the Divine Power, which: governs all 
things, both great and ſmall: And by very little 
things, produces very great alterations. | 


The 
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The $kill and prudence of thoſe that Command in 
Battles may do mach; the Courage of the'Soldiers is 
of great motnentz'the' ſtrength and number of Ships 
1s very conſiderable. But (as one of the Heathens 
ſpeaks) one ſingle chance 3 that is (in the - Chriſtian 
Language) one turn of the Divine Providence can do 
more than thern all. - |  FLIGILE 26ITS 

Thus''far then,' Bleſſed be. God, we' are in 'the 
right 3 ' the' very appointment of fuch-an {Aſſembly as 
this, being a publick acknowledgment which their Ma- 


jeſties make, that there is a #zind' (to uſe the words of g, ,z, - 2, 


lato) an eternal 'mind, which-is the'King of Heaven gx, 74a 


and 'Earth ; governing and: ordering. all things every & yi. 


where + And our meeting together ,/at this time, bei 
a ſolemn/Recognition of that Suprenie Authority an 
Providence of his. Whereby we declare our ſenſe of 
humane weakneſs, though never ſo well armed':and 
bravely appointed: And diſclaiming{all confidence in 
the arm of fleſh, _y the World that-we:hopenot 
for Salvation from thence; but from the living God, 
whole favour isat all times to be' moſt;/humbly 1mplo- 
red.z but then-eſpecially, when not only Men, but the 
Wind and theSeas, | Storms. and Tempeſtsz1nay,- all o- 
ther things, may rife up-againlt us.)!, And.we ought 
further to'conſider/that;! io 2d ho00:to 100218 1% 
ao NIE 120109 AzH0: $d:.02 1914 1d: 4 
11; Our Faſting nd Prayers," 'beingian acknowledg- 
ment, hkewiſe, of the Obedience \weowe ro.Almighty 


God in all things 3 there can be nothing of more dan- 


gerous Conſequetice,' than tovperkiftin/oursRebellion 
hemnft him 5! aſter: we.have/made ſich. ape Confeſli- 
ons of his Supremacy; and:of out:dependance:on him; 
and the need{im which weſthnd of tns favour and help, 


Upon which account,” we.ought/to take carethat thee 
| D Reli- 
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ReJigious Addretles ro'him, be [attended with fuch a 
R efatmation;; as. have.now: mentioned, before -we 
veraire to tngape,;with-our Enernies; That ſo wemay 
have no more Enemies, than they to oppoſe us :. But 
we may be in peace with: Heaven, when Men make 
\Var upon vs... For heis in a bad:condition, whohath 
agreat many Enemies,to deal with all at one time « And 
heina worſe, who carries a ſecret Enemy along with 
him in his Armies; as'all-thoſe do who. go intherr fins, 
to fight with their Oppolers. And thence it follows 5 
that none are in ſodangerous a condition as thoſe, who 
have God for their;Enemy : Who threatens to wound 
the head of his Enemies 4, of ſuch an one as goeth on ſtill 
in hit trejpaſſes,” LXVHE Pfal.-53.2: Butnever are:they 
1 more danger then when by ther Prayer and Faſting 
the Devil is not caſt out ; but rhey ſtil! reſolutely per- 
liſt intheir Diſobedience. 

Refore we, blow the Tmunnpet' then of War againſt 
our -Enemes; we ought in all reaſon to;proclatm War 
againſt our Sins. -It' 1s onr higheſt intereſt, /to-6all up 
allthe Forcesof our Souls (it I' ray fo ſpeak_) to en- 
counter theſe, and tread them down under our Feet : 
before we take the confidence to look our other Foes, 
whoare not deadly, m:theFace,: There ts a peculi- 
ar Precept of God by Moſes belonging to this matter, 
which ought to be often pondered. XXIII. Dext. 9. 
When the be goeth: forth againſt 'thine Enemies, then keep 
thee frojr every wicked thing. | 


I By:which means we ſhall be diſpoſed-to manage 
all other Wars, /after/a: Chriſtian, manner. We ſhall 
not. commit any injuſticetor yiolence-when/ we go to 
redreſsit : nor excrciſe Cruelty, ' when we take in 
hand to puniſh it. - We ſhall never be guilty of or, 

; C | oO 


befwe the: QUE N. 


of which we com Jain : * but fight like thoſe, that 5's 


hate fighting. We ſhall love even our; bittereſt Enemics; 
and wiſh we could conquer them” by 'that weapon, 
rather than any other. But if that cannot be, we 
hall be able however, which i is the next Ang. conſt- 
derable, _— 

IV. To place a good ho ope i) 'God,' Wile he; Will 
take our part, and ſend us Av Yatles from. Heav en, 
when men riſe up againſt us. Fd 7*s "ot ts the 
ſpift, #or te ore "Il the | fe L as the wile gan 


obſtrves'IX.. E: 714 { thence 'bappenc 
to them ill.” "Te AY Es mat & hea Ka 


can"thake" opportunities PEN Wet CNA ki 
things to-fall, out adv antageouſly Qt1_ Our, a) Jr 
make” little, means bring mighty. things to gia: 2d 


we may hope he will do O, 11; all -0 

athnowle edge Ba and' ye as as be wg: ke 
ieve, that let us deviſe What ws þ NG WY 5 
who direds and ofer the fcc XVI, Prog 9, 

'V.” Arid then DN Rh haff o Ehers alt the 
praiſe,” \dafr Abe H6x tg ad. 
mitab}t Prince TI 
ful Ree kk f fot i 
mentsto Cod!” inthe Pla 
XLIV:1, 2, &c. "BE 64 os  Brength,”* n) 
teache ry hana; to ifs 7 21 bt 21 
pier of and pt ef or Wy 
Lo y field (ob fe 

his hls nſe that he oder to Go) Ola th 
traft : Who ſubaueth my or -. Jer Mn T9 'D.xhat 


is man that Thy Far Ts Un of lin eO0 Sora of 
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if he had ſaid, © LORD, what am I? whatis the beſt or 
* greateſt of men,that ſuch things ſhould be effefted by 
* them, as the ſubduing ſo many people, as have ſub- 
* mitted unto me. Alas,! we are but vanity; a mere 
* ſhaddow : and what can a whole Army of ſhadows 
* do, without the power of God. Unto which I muſt 
* and do aſcribe intirely all the victories which have 
© been won over great and ſtrong Nations, by ſuch a 
< feeble creature as I am. And thus Jonathan a Friend 
of David's ſpeaks to his Armour-beaser-z Spxr. XIV.6. 
Let uz go over unts the Garriſon of theſe uncircumciſed 5 it 


may be the LORD will work by us. For there is no re- 


ſtraint to the LORD to ſave by many, or by few. 

VI, With him therefore if we can make friendſhip, 
by abandoning all his Enemies, it is viſible that this 
good hope in God, will inſpire us withtrue Valour, 
and make ys fear nog inordinately ; no,r.ot death it 
ſelf. The righteojs, ſays Solomon, are as beld as a Lyon, 
XXVIIT.: Prov. 1. they can look dangers undauntedly 
inthe Face. Whereas, all the natural courage and 
boldneſs, which at oO paties ſpirits, ig a vigo- 
rous conſticution of Body apd Health,may indue ſome 
men-withall, wi grow faint and languiſhz whenſoever 
the terrors of an evil Conſcience ſeize upon them, and 
their guilt ſtarts up and. ſtares them in the face. If a 
wicked manchance torefle& upon this one thing alone, 
that he is iflued forth into the held of danger without 
God (more confident in his. own ſtrength, thanin the 
Power of the Almighty, whom hedoth not ſeriouſly 
acknowledge,nor ſtudy to ingage ) it will amaze his{p1- 
rit, and quench his courage, This will daunt him more, 
than all the Enemies in. the World : and ſtrike a greater 
terror into. him, than the noiſe of | Cannon, and the 
ſhricks and groans of dying men, And what man on 

Earth 
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Earth is there, ſo reſolute and confident, fo high fpiri- 
ted and a deſpiſer of danger, as to be able to ſecure 
himſelf from theſe invilible ſtrokes of Heaven? which 
will trouble and confound hmm; and baffle him in all 
his enterprizes. It is neceffary then to make a man a 
throughly good Souldier, thathe have firſt conquer'd 
himſelf. He that would fear nothing, muſt in the firft 
place, fear God. Unto which if we would alt apply 
our ſelves, with dve ſeriouſneſs, we ſhould have reaſon 
to expect that God would remember us (as my Text 
ſpeaks/that is'own us for his Friends and /ve ws from 
our enemies. Which he can do either by overcoming 
them, or by overcoming their Exmity and making 
them Friends; which is the beſt way of all. For, 
When a mans ways pleaſe the LORD, - he maketh even his 
exenties to be at peace with him, X'VE. Prov. 7. 


| FIT 
This is the laſt part*of my Text ; of which let me 
your patience, while | give a ſhort account. 

- It is poffible indeed that ſacce'may' wait upori the 
wicked "but as they cannot reaſonably hope for i, fo 
they will bein fear and dread, whenſoever they refle&t 
-ripon their wickedneſs, that at laſt they ſhall miſcarry. 
Whereas truly good men can never fail to have 'agood 
hope in Godzthatwhatſvever ſucceſs they meet withal at 

reſent,he will notabandon thetii utrerly:but turneven 
Croſſes to their fature advaritage.' And who io hap- 
py as he, that lives not in ſuſpence ard doubr about 


the final iſſue of things ? but can commit” himſelf to - 


God, and to his wife Providence, with ati affured con- 
fidence, that it 'ſhall' go welt 'with him at thelaſt;; 
though his Faith and Patience beexerciſeda while with 
dubious," or with adverſe events. 
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Itis the Qbſervatian of [ſocrates, * in feveral places 
of his Orations ( and he lived almoſtto an hundred 
years of age, and ſo could the better take notice of the 
carriage of things in his own Country that the conclu- 
ſion of all theWarsin Greece were not according to-the 
ſtrength of their Forces, | but allo according. ta the 
Juſtice of their Cauſe. - For though there were diffe- 
rent ſucceſles in the 1ntermediate Aﬀts, which made 
ſome men doubt which ficte was in the right, yet the(4- 
taſtropbe (as they ſpeak ) the Concluſion of thoſe txa- 
21cal Commotions declared the righteous:Canſe Vico- 
rious : and they who were unjultly apprefled, were 
vindicated into their ancient hberties. 

But however that be, there is no greater truth 
than what was ſaid by. Caſſms pigia cams G.Tais ay- 
Mus, 621 T» Sexy Nothing gives a man ſuch 
hope in War, as to have right on his fide. God and 
my right, 1s the beſt inſcripuon that ever was in any E/- 
culchcon;and the greateſt ſupport of a Chriſtian Prince. 

Bur of all the (tories you ever read. or heard of, 
there is none like that which reportsthe confidence. and 


aſſured hope of Jehoſhephat King of Judab, tin the. fit 


—_ 


Leſion this day, which I have oken mentioned. Where 
ater he had prodaimed a Faſt,and made a moſt agayi- 
rable Prayer to God (1n, which he briefly ſets forth 
theſe two things, his truſt in God, | end the juſtice of bys 
cauſe ) he was {0, mightaly imeauraged,” thathe grdai- 
ned the people: ro go inging; whonthey went to-fight 


with their numerous enemies. Amaryelons cantigdence | 


in God's Pawer and Goodnels z which inſpwed them 
with ſuch hape'et ſuccels, that | they lung their #3:- 


vixaq» or ſong of triumph befarghang, :..a4 you-,read 


2 (ron. X X.. 2.1. hep: ho hed conſulted *he people, he ap- 
pointed ſingers unto the LORD, this ſbonld praiſe thel.ew! 
'y 
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ty of holineſs, as they went out before the army. ſayin, 
chav LORD "5g his wiereyendureth friedls TAS 
had a Prophet indeed who cameand athured them of 
Vidttory 3 but they who had none have done the fame, 
andir's probable from this example.ForCearexms tells us, 
that the ancient Chriſtians uſed ro {mg m their Batthes; 
as if they, would praiſe God for aſſured ſuccels before 
the Victory wis obtained, | 
This' was the iſſuc of a pious Faft in thoſe old/tumes: 


_ and we tight ſee the ſame again, 'did we not merely 


forfake our food on this day, but likewiſe our fins. If 
we would not only humble our ſelves before God to 
day, but alway walk humbly with him, I might with 
fore confidence uſe the words of the Prophet mn that 
place v.17. - and fay, Stand je jtoll; and ſee the ſaloati- 
on of the LORD) fear not or be diſmayed. for the LORD 


' will be with zon. He will certainly remember us, and we 


ſhall be ſaved from the hands of all that hate us. 
Not 16 ſpredily perhaps as we may deſire: but as 


 foon as weartHt for the rmercies he intends to beſtow 
upon vs : and with fiich' ſpeed as is confiftent withithe - / 


wonted mettods of his moſt ' wiſe proceedings. We 
expected, 1 remember, to have feen Ireland reduced 
that year his Majeſty went over thithet : ard thought 
it very hard thar, »fter 6 much expence, wedid not 


fee, our enemies elſewhere, humbled the laſt : year. - 


Bat 'werte we a'mwcti better people-thanT can ſuppoſe 
we are, God might juſtly 'deferr the accompliſhment 
of ſichhopes; and yet be as good as his word herein 
my Text, and in other places. 
"Firſt, That he may keep ns it} a continued depen- 
dance upon him 3 andquitkenus'to pray with all prayer, 
watching therettmo with © perſeverance , and- paticntly: 
waiting till he have” mercy upon us. C519 

| Secondly, 
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Secondly, That hemay work in us athrough Repen- 
tance : Which alas! is very imperfe& 3 and therefore 
- is our Deliverance. Let us compleat the one, and 
God will finiſh the other. But while our Repentance 
remains ſo defective ; it is rather a wonder that God 
hath done ſomuch, than that he he hath done no more 
tor us. Particularly, | 
Thirdly, God may juſtly defer to do all that I hope 
he intends 3 till we become more ſenſible of what he 
hath done already. He wrought a mighty deliverance 
for us notlong a go 3 when we were not able to deli- 
ver our ſelves, nor deſerved tobe delivered by him, 
:But ſo it is that our angry fits of diſcontent, becauſe 
we were not delivered in our own method, and after 
our way, have made us not totake ſufficient Notice 
-of the Deliverance it ſelf; and of that mighty hand 
of God, which ( as we ſing in our daily Hymn , 
which I wiſh we would mind) hath ſcattered the rod 
4n the imagination of their hearts. It is hard to.find a 
greater inſtance of this any where, than here in this 
Nation : where men. that had proudly projected the 
alteration of the whole frame of our Government, and 
of our Religion, and in their own opinion had laid 
their deſign fo ftrongly that they thought it could not 
bedefeated 3 were ſcattered and diſperſed in amoment; 
and all their towring imaginations confounded, an 
brought to naught. ' This was certainly the LOR D's 
doing 3 which ought to have been marvellous 1n all 
our eyes. And when it is, then Fe will (hill work 
wonderful things for us in righteouſneſs, as the Prophet 
ſpeaks: ' and Crown our deliverance with a Concluſion 
ſutcable to its Beginning... Beſides all this, —_ 
Laſtl,We mult con(ider,that God is not wont to pour 


out his indignation aJl at once, even upon thoſe whom 
he 


[ 
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he intends to deſtroy : But conſumes them; by: degrees, 
Whence that remarkable Phraſe very frequent in the 
Prophets, who are ſaid to drop, when they were ſent to 
denounce God's Judgments againſt a People, X Xl. Exzek.2. 
Son of man, ſet thy. face. toward Jeruſalenr, and drop to- 
ward the holy places : So; it is-in' the Hebrew 5 which (to 
make' out the ſenſe) we | tranflate, 4rop” thy word; and 
Prophely againſt the. Land of Iſrael. Thehke:you read; 
II. Micah 6. where the People ſaid, - Propheſy wot to thens 
that propheſy : In the Hebrew (as the Vargin of the Bi- 
bles tes you) it is drop ze not, Sec. 1. Thus Avros'\{peaks 
allo, VII. 16: Thor ſayeſt, (propheſy rot againſt Tfratl,. aud 
drop not againſt the houſe of | ]ſaac. - Upon which words 
St. Hierome-bath this perunent Obſervation, This is the 
Idiom of the Scripture, 20d non totam Dei  (imul infe- 
rant iram, &c. becauſe the: Prophets do not denounce 
the, whole anger of God at once 5 but threaten 4t by ht- 
tle drops. | | | | 


So patient is the Goodne(s of God, that he doth-not 


preſently ſuffer, his whole diſpleaſure to ariſe z but puniſhes 


thoſe by little and little whom he intends to ruin : That 
they may have time to repentand fave their Souk,though 
they ſhall by no means faveitheir ge gre Thus 
he dealt with all the proud Tytants of old ;-iwith thoſe, 
for inſtance, of Niziveh and Bubylorr. \ And it may give 
us ſome aceount: of the Method, wherein it's hkely he 
will proceed againſt the,grand Oppreſlors of this. Age 3 
particularly. him in. theſe Weſtern i party, af :the' World. 
Whoſe Humiliation (which 1 mapy, Nattons groan'for) 
is not ta te:expected, perhaps,” by! a ſJudden. /pouripg of 
the Vials of God's .Wrath-upon him, all at once-:, But 
drop-by drop, as the Prophets.{pealc. Till-the ume come, 
that the (ins of that inſolegt:;Nation. be: ripe | And then 
God-no- longer proceeds n.;this ——_—_ Methods bt.is 

| | wont 
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wontto pour: ot his Indignation' m larger meaſures; to 
a ſpeedy deſtruttion. | ; 20 

tf you pleaſe, for a concluſion, look mto the Prophecy 
of Nahumt : Where you will find all this declared more 
fully, and admirably expreſſed.” He was ſent to. denounce 
atter deſtruGion to the Nimivites, who had abuſed the 
Patience and Goodneſs of God in the days of Jonzh-; by | 
returning'to thoſe wicked works; which for a time they 
reformed upon his- Preaching. Therefore this Prophet 
tells them from the LORD, 1. 9. He will make an witer 
end, 'nffition ſhall not #ife up a ſecond time. That is, one 
blow ſhould firike them down 5- and there ſhould 'be no 
aced of aſecond to perfettheir overthrow; © + + 

But hitherto it had been much otherwiſe, asyou- may 
ſe in the beginning of that Prophecy : Which is very re- 
markable for the account it gives of the way of the Di- 
vine Providence 5 in the deſeription he makes of the Di- 
vine Nature, v. 2. God 3s Fealous ; that is, he cannot al- 
way endure tobchold his Fnends oppreſſed, and his E- 
nemies triumph, but will in due time take Vengeance : ag 
he three times repeats it, in the words immediately fol- 
kowmg, to'ſhew the certainty of it. God is jealous, and | 
the LORD revengeth, the. LORD revengeth, und is furt- 
os, (that's; can do it fuddenly' and ealfly when' he | 
pleaſes) 'the LORD will take vengeance on his adverſaries ;, 
and he reſerveth wrath (till the time proper tor it) for hjs 
Enemies. The LORD is flow twgrger, 4: e. toexecute his 
diſpleaſure ; and great 'in-power, +0 do it when he thinks 
good';z ard will not _ the Wicked, i.e; not fufferthent- 
to eſcape,” though he long forbear them. And-when he 
doth:come to execute his'anger, it is in a tcrtible man- 
ner ; after-there hath been long forbearance.” Soir fol. 
lows, The LORD hath his way in the Whirlwind, and-in 
the'Storm, Ec the mountains qauke-at him, and the rocks are 


thrown. 
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purſue his encmties. 


"The Prophet, that is, could not tell how to rep 


IM 


anpdiiblonabe'c rams ic So-he condludes, in the very 
next words,” what do yr. imagine: againſt the LORD #: to - 
kinder, rhavis) the-cxcecntion. of KiW393hy; and, to [ff 


next — whioh: read'at firſt, He pr pur an utter 
ar and affiition ſpelt nat rifg' p a ſecond time. Which he 


$3: 

Aus of thee we 
onee,/ tharis's"" for it ſhall be & concluding ſtoke, 
ſhall utterly confound thee. | 

'Thus:the Lord did with that Great King (as. he would: 
needs be called) theKing of Afaric..  Auil-thus,. FEANT 
rationally « ;will.crede\ all ocher haughty-- 
who aſſumeto themſelves: the. name of (A 


.\ that 


a | : / 
Wh deal treacheronſly ( as it there lows) = = 


__ greemnch war. yer 0 * = 


4 $44 
. 44. 
$4.7 "46 : : 
SELLS 4 


mY 


—_ 


> A*F A'S T-H ERM\0-N; 1. 


of this ſinful Nation, with refpe& to our.injurious Neigh- 
bours. \ Unto whom the Cuprof the LORD's right band 
(at laſt) be turned : and ſhameful ſpewingſhall be upontheir 
elory, II. Habakk. 16, | | k 
-'' Thehlerthemſet their cunning wits on work, to ima- 
. Yitie and*deviſe all the means they can- invent; 'to. [ſave 
themſelves from drinking 'of that Cup, | they ſhall not be 
able to tarn-it away :' bur be {o intoxicated with:it; that 
they ſhall-Reel and Stagger, and Stumble at noon day 5 
being unable to ſee the things thav belong to their peace. 
Then ſhattall the fine Politicks of that ſabtile- Nation, 
| quits fail: them. "They (tall not be able co ſerve: them- 
: ſelves; by any of their: wonted: Artifices- and-THufions : 
buronly expoſe themſelves the more'to ſhime and diſ- 
grace, by truſting to ſuch falſhoods and impoſtures as 
thoſe, wherebyrhey have long amuſed and. deceived ma- 
ny of their Neighbours.” For there 3s 0 wiſlomy: nor an- 
werft ending," whr rdunſe! agzinfiebe LORD, XXL Prov.36,; 
-* .[A]l whoſt wpfht are truth, -and bis ways. judgment 5 and 
thoſe that walk in pride he is able 10 abaſe,lV:iDan. wit, |; 
For he loveth righteouſneſs : | but the wicked and:him that 
Yoveth violence his ſoul hateth, XI. Pfal.'6,8. |, xt 
Hnd will preſerve the fuithful, and! pleirtifully reward the 
proud doer;, KXKI. Pfaling.v0 1 t [7 
In which humble confidence, ah) ovary as = 
there doth, v.24. Be of good cconrage;and he wet 
your heat, all ye fred K. the LORD. Ut = 1316} 
" To'thargrear 1,0 RD, \Father;:Sob.-atid Holy Ghoſt, 
-three perſons and one 'God,.1 be Gloryiand,:Pawer, and 
«Dominion, 'bothnow. and for: evermare : "Amen. i7R 
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